BALTIMORE CHILD ABUSE CENTER
MISSION:
To provide all reported victims of child sexual abuse in Baltimore City, and their non-offending caretakers, with interviews, medical treatment, referrals and/or crisis counseling in a supportive, child-friendly setting. 
IMPACT:
BCAC evaluates and treats more than 900 children and 600 families a year. The center’s services significantly reduce the length of police investigations and minimize the number of times a child needs to be interviewed.
CLIENT SERVICES: 
· BCAC schedules interviews with the children and their parents/caretakers, coordinating with its partners: Baltimore City Police, the State’s Attorney’s Office for Baltimore City and Child Protective Services.
· BCAC’s social workers or psychologists interview the children, with representatives from Child Protective Services, Baltimore City Police, and/or the City’s State’s Attorney’s Office observing via closed circuit television. 

· BCAC’s pediatrician provides forensic medical examinations to check for signs of sexual abuse, as well as “well child” physical exams. 

· BCAC works with Child Protective Services to develop plans aimed at keeping children safe from future abuse.

· BCAC interviewers are often called upon to testify in court cases that go to prosecution.

· BCAC provides case management and offers therapy and educational programming onsite as well as in partnership with local health providers. 
COMMUITY RESOURCES:
· Speakers and materials on prevention and abuse for educators, clergy, schools, places of worship and other organizations as well as TV and radio
· Support groups for victims

· Baltimore-focused website with information on child sexual abuse: www.BaltimoreChildAbuseCenter.org.
HISTORY:
BCAC was established in 1987 and incorporated as a private, non-profit organization in 1989.
FUNDING:
40% of operating expenses are raised from private sources. Other funding sources: Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene, Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) federal grant program, United Way of Central Maryland. 
CONTACT:
Adam Rosenberg, Esq.
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Executive Director

410-396-6147

arosenberg@bcaci.org
FACTS ABOUT CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE
Courtesy of the Baltimore Child Abuse Center

What do we know about the victims?

Nationally:

· 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 6 boys will be sexually abused before they reach the age of 18.

· One-half of all child sexual abuse victims are under age 9.

· Boys account for approximately 20% of child sexual abuse victims.

· It has been estimated that only 10% of child sexual abuse is ever reported. Child sexual abuse is a crime of secrecy.


At the Baltimore Child Abuse Center, July 2007-June 2008:

· 784 children were interviewed regarding allegations of sexual child abuse.

· The average age of a female victim was eight years old.

· 38% of children seen were six years old or younger; 76% under the age of 12.

· 37% of children seen were boys.
What do we know about the perpetrators?

Nationally:

· An average serial child molester may have as many as 400 victims in his lifetime.

· Nearly 70% of child sex offenders have 1-9 victims; at least 20% have 10-40 victims. 
· Almost half of all sexual abuse is committed by teenage boys.
· Almost 90% of child sexual abuse victims know their abuser; abuse by a stranger accounts for only 10% of child sexual abuse cases.
· Of children ages 10-17 who regularly use the Internet, 1 in 5 is solicited sexually online. 

At the Baltimore Child Abuse Center, July 2007-June 2008:

· 55% of perpetrators were relatives or household members of the abused.
· 27% were other known persons; only 10% were cited as a “stranger or unknown.”
· 35% of all abusers were under the age of 18.
What are some of the long-term effects of child sexual abuse?
· Nationally, child sexual abuse costs taxpayers an estimated $24.4 billion a year for health care, social services, and law enforcement. 
· Sexually abused/assaulted children are 74% more likely to commit a crime against another person, and 24 times more likely to become abusers themselves. 
· 75 to 95% of 14 to18 year-old girls in the justice system have been victims of child sexual abuse.
· Victims of child sexual abuse are at high risk for long-term physical and emotional problem,  including eating disorders, obesity, depression, drug dependence, promiscuity, and prostitution.

 CHARYCE

A Baltimore Child Abuse Center Success Story

Names have been changed as the case represents a pending criminal matter
Thirty nine year old Dwight Farmer had been 14 year old Charyce’s stepfather for over 8 years. In spite of the domestic violence, Mrs. Farmer stayed with Dwight because she thought that he was a “good father” to the children.

In October 2007, Charyce was interviewed at BCAC for an allegation of sexual child abuse but disclosed no abuse and the case was closed.  In August 2008, Charyce’s mother saw that Charyce had a black eye; Charyce said she was hit by another child at school. Charyce later confided in a family friend that Dwight had punched her in the eye and that he been touching her vagina.

CPS arranged for Charyce to be interviewed at BCAC. With the multi disciplinary team (made up of CPS, BPD, and the Assistant State’s Attorney assigned to the case) watching through closed circuit video, Charyce told a BCAC interviewer that while she was asleep Dwight came into her room and touched her breasts and vagina with his hands. She awoke and told him to stop; he then hit her in the eye.  

She further said that Dwight had been touching her since she was 11. He would come into her room naked multiple times, as well as touching her breasts and vagina. When asked why she didn’t state anything when interviewed in 2007, Charyce said “he told me he’d kill me and my mom if I told.”  

BCAC’s team made recommendations that Charyce participate in individual and family therapy, as well as making a referral for Charyce’s mother to receive counseling. 
Baltimore Police and the State’s Attorney’s Office determined there was enough to continue their investigation and charge Mr. Farmer who was later arrested and charged with committing felonies of sexual child abuse and several sex offenses. Mr. Farmer faces up to 15 years in prison and is currently in jail awaiting trial. 
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