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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – September 15, 2009

Baltimore nonprofit tells public “What You Don’t Know Can Hurt Me”

Baltimore Child Abuse Center expands sexual child abuse prevention campaign
Baltimore – You may have already seen the words “What You Don’t Know Can Hurt Me” on a city bus passing you on the street urging you to “Prevent child sexual abuse. Learn the signs,” but as of September 1, 2009, they became a prominent message in 12 neighborhoods around Baltimore City.  It is the message of the Baltimore Child Abuse Center (BCAC), a private, nonprofit that has served more than 17,000 reported victims of child sexual abuse since 1989. BCAC recently launched the third phase of its prevention campaign, taking its message from the streets to the skies around Baltimore.  

       

“BCAC picked 12 billboard locations in Baltimore City with among the highest reported incidents of child sexual abuse according to the Baltimore City Police Department’s records.  We want to directly reach families in neighborhoods who may be at highest risk,” said Adam C. Rosenberg, Esq., Executive Director of BCAC.

Through a generous grant by the The Zanvyl & Isabelle Krieger Fund, these billboards urge parents and caretakers to “learn the signs of abuse” and have open, honest conversations with their children.  Families are also directed to BCAC’s website to learn more information on how to prevent, report, and receive treatment for child sexual abuse. Viewers can also call United Way of Central Maryland’s 211 help line for information. The effects of the campaign have already proven successful. Since the April 2009 unveiling of the “bus” phase of the campaign 50 buses with the BCAC’s message have been running throughout the Baltimore area. As a result, the BCAC website has received over 2,000 new and unique hits and multiple requests for community presentations. 

    

“What You Don’t Know Can Hurt Me” type community based prevention education has repeatedly been identified as the key component in the fight against child sexual abuse.  BCAC has made it their mission to not only intervene and treat the victims, but to reach out and educate the public, resulting in fewer incidents of abuse.  

To learn more, please visit www.BaltimoreChildAbuseCenter.org. 

