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The Baltimore Child Abuse Center and The AFRO-American Newspapers Host Premier Benefit Viewing of “Precious” 

The Baltimore Child Abuse Center and The AFRO-American Newspapers will host a premier benefit viewing of the latest film from director Lee Daniels at The Charles Theater on Saturday, November 21, 2009 at 9:30 AM.  Based on the novel PUSH by Sapphire, the film’s child abuse portrayal is both brutally honest and powerfully optimistic.

Baltimore, Maryland November 13, 2009—On Saturday, November 21, 2009 at the Charles Theater, 1711 North Charles St in Baltimore, Baltimore Child Abuse Center and The Afro-American Newspaper will host a premier benefit viewing of the new award-winning movie Precious, to help raise awareness of child sexual abuse, a central theme in the film’s story. All proceeds from ticket sales will benefit the nonprofit Baltimore Child Abuse Center (“BCAC”). Doors will open at 9:30 AM, with the screening of the film beginning PROMPTLY at 10:00 AM, immediately followed by a discussion panel led by BCAC Board President, the Honorable Patricia C. Jessamy.   

Precious, featuring Mo’Nique, Mariah Carey, Lenny Kravitz, and Gabourey Sidibe, tells the harrowing story of Claireece Jones, a sixteen year old from an extremely abusive Harlem household in the late 1980’s. Abused physically and emotionally, illiterate, and with little hope of surviving in a world that has condemned her, ‘Precious’ Jones nonetheless finds a path to self-determination with help from Ms. Rain, a dedicated alternative school literacy instructor.

“The film deals with incest, sexual and verbal abuse, and other issues that we see every day at BCAC” says BCAC Executive Director Adam Rosenberg. “By seeing this subject matter in a widely accessible movie, we hope that people will be inspired to discuss—and take action against—the epidemic of child sexual abuse in our community.” BCAC staff will be at the premier and is available to answer questions about identification, response, treatment and prevention of sexual child abuse.

The premier is the latest in a public awareness campaign undertaken by BCAC, a nonprofit organization which provides intervention and treatment services to all victims of child sexual abuse in Baltimore and coordinates prevention education programming with a variety of community organizations. 
Tickets are $10 and can be purchased online at www.baltimorechildabusecenter.org/precious, or at The Baltimore Child Abuse Center (BCAC) located at 2300 North Charles Street, and The Afro-American Newspapers (AFRO) located at 2519 North Charles Street, or call 410.554.8200. For ticket request, visit www.afro.com/precious.aspx.

About the Baltimore Child Abuse Center:

A non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization mandated to coordinate the investigations of all reported cases of child sexual abuse in the City of Baltimore, BCAC  provides high quality interviews, medical examinations and treatment referrals to hundreds of children each year at no cost to the family. Last year BCAC interviewed 868 children relating to allegations of sexual child abuse.
About the AFRO-American Newspapers:  

With more than 100,000 readers, the AFRO-American Newspapers is the leading print news provider for African Americans in the Baltimore/Washington Metropolitan area and the longest running African American, family owned newspaper in the nation.  Founded in 1892 the paper’s mission is to empower, enrich and enlighten African Americans and improve the communities in which they live.  The AFRO-American Newspapers produces two weekly print publications, the Baltimore edition and the Washington edition.  In addition the website www.afro.com is updated daily with late-breaking news, features and streaming video. 

About AFRO-Charities, Inc.:

AFRO-Charities, Inc. is a separate nonprofit entity of the AFRO-American Newspapers.

Officially established in 1963, its mission is to provide programs that promote dignity, pride and unity among all people of African descent.  AFRO-Charities, Inc. programs focus on improving social circumstances, and providing education and empowerment to help beneficiaries move toward self sufficiency.
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